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| Editor’s Letter |

Dear readers,

Spring has arrived, bringing warm sunshine and the sweet
scent of blooming flowers. After the long winter, we hope
this new season fills your days with vitality, warmth, and
renewed energy.

In respond to population decline and labor shortages led
by low birth rate and an aging population, the Korea
Immigration Service (KIS) has implemented a demand-
driven immigration policies this year. This initiative is
designed to enhance national competiveness and stimulate
regional economies.

To attract top—tier talent — an essential driver of industrial
competitiveness—we have introduced a new “Top-Tier
Visa.” Additionally, to promptly address the specific needs
of local regions and industries, we have implemented a
“Provincial-Specific Visa System.” Furthermore, we are
operating a “Policy Proposal System for visa and residency
matters,” enabling the private sector and local communities
to directly propose and collaboratively shape immigration
policies based on their requirements.

The digital transformation of entry procedures and
residency—related services has significantly enhanced both
convenience and efficiency. With the introduction of the
“e~Arrival Card” system, inbound foreign passengers

can now submit their entry information online before
arrival, reducing wait times for immigration screening and
streamlining the overall entry process. Additionally, the
newly introduced “Mobile Residence Card” helps bridge the
digital divide for foreign residents and contributes to creating
a more convenient, secure and stable living environment in
Korea.

This year, the KIS continues its efforts to improve

any inconveniences faced by foreign residents and to
address potential social tensions arising from expanding
immigration — ultimately striving to build a society where
people of all backgrounds, both Korean and non-Korean,
can live together in harmony.

Just like new sprouts budding under the warm spring
sunshine, we hope our increasingly vibrant immigration
policies will foster new possibilities for our society.

We sincerely appreciate your continued interest and support,
and we hope you enjoy the spring edition of the magazine
“Gongzone.”

Director-General d
Directorate for Immigration Planning Jeong_ 0

Korea Immigration Service

[ ]
Ministry of Justice Klm
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Agree to Terms and Conditions
Enter your email address to begin

Ministry of Justice launches
“e-Arrival Card,’

providing international
travelers with a faster and
easier access to the entry
process

°
e-Arrival Card

The Ministry of Justice launched the e-Arrival Card system, allowing inbound
foreign passengers to submit their arrival information online before they arrive,
using a PC or smartphone. Anyone who has traveled abroad might remember
the scramble to fill out a paper arrival card at the airport before going through
immigration. With the introduction of the e-Arrival Card, that's quickly becoming
a thing of the past. The system is streamlining the immigration process and
providing foreign travelers with a faster, more efficient entry experience. To
avoid confusion during the initial phase, both options—a paper or online arrival
card—will remain available until 2025.

How to submit the e-Arrival Card

Inbound foreign passengers planning to stay in Korea
for less than 90 days or those holding a long-term visa
who have not yet completed residence registration
in Korea, are required to submit an e-Arrival Card.
Travelers can fill out and submit the e-Arrival Card
using a PC or smartphone through the official website
(www.e-arrivalcard.go.kr), which is also accessible
via QR Code. The e-Arrival Card should be submitted
at least three days before arriving in Korea. However,
travelers may still submit it upon arrival, as long as
it is done before proceeding through immigration
inspection.

By taking a photo of the passport's information page
with a smartphone or uploading an image file, details
such as the holder’s name, date of birth, and passport
number will be automatically filled in. One person can
fill in arrival information on behalf of other members
of a group tour. After the e-Arrival Card is submitted, a
submission number and expiration date will be sent by
email.

Scan the QR code to visit the official

e-Arrival Card website.

3 Note: Be cautious of fake websites
that use names similar to the official
one

We never charge a fee for submitting

the e-Arrival Card

STEP2

STEPT Enter Passport Information

Provide details from your valid
passport

Guide to e-Arrival Card

[l Visit the e-Arrival Card website
* Go to www.e-arrivalcard.go.kr or scan the QR code to access the
official e-Arrival Card website.
* Submission is available from 3 days before arrival until just before
immigration inspection.
« Eligibility:
- Foreign nationals planning a short-term stay of 90 days or less
- Long-term visa holders who have not completed residence registration
+ What you need to prepare:
- Email address - Passport - Travel details (e.g. itinerary)
- Place of stay (accommodation address and contact number)
3 You can check your eligibility based on your entry conditions using the website's “Navigator”

menu on the website.

7 Complete the e-Arrival Card = - =~
« Enter the required information: .
- Passport details (name, date of birth, nationality, gender, passport E=——F=

number, and expiration date)
- Travel details (entry and departure information)
- Place of residence (accommodation address and contact information)
- Purpose of entry, occupation, and other relevant details
3¢ If you take a photo of your passport's information page or upload an image file, the passport

details will be filled in automatically.
*Note: The photo capture feature is only available on the mobile version of the website.

El Submit the e-Arrival Card

« After submission, you can download the e-Arrival Card as a PDF or
take a screenshot for your records.

+ A confirmation email will be sent to you, including your e-Arrival
Card issuance number and its expiration date and time.

3 If needed, you can edit certain details after submission, such as travel dates, accommodation/

contact information, purpose of entry, and occupation.
*Note: The entry date can only be modified within 3 days from the originally declared date

STEP3
Enter Travel Itinerary
Input your arrival and departure dates,
accommodation and contact details

STEP4
Review Information
Carefully check all entered details
before submitting

STEPS
Submit
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Tackling Korea's Care
Workforce Shortage -
Together with International
Students!

“Caregiver” Now Recognized as an
Eligible Occupation under the E-7 (Special
Activity) Visa

1 What Is the Caregiver Certificate Program for
International Students?

From Certificate to Visa and Employment—Comprehensive
Support for Aspiring Caregivers!
The program expands eligibility for caregiver to include individuals
holding D-2 (International student) and D-10 (Job seeker) visa status,
supporting them in transitioning to E-7 (Special Activity) visa status
upon securing employment at senior care facilities. The E-7 visa
allows for a maximum stay of three years per issuance. To extend
their authorized stay, continued employment under a valid contract is
required.
- The caregiver program for international students aims to support the
settlement of foreign caregivers in Korea and to alleviate the shortage
of care workers.

Where Can You Find Key Information on Earning a Caregiver
Certificate?

Information on Caregiver Training Institutions and Leading Long-Term
Care Facilities

@ 044-202-3521, 3514

Available on the Ministry of Health and Welfare (Long-Term Care
Insurance Division) website or local city/provincial government
websites.

The Ministry of Justice, in collaboration with the Ministry of
Health and Welfare, has established a new system that allows
international students who have graduated or will graduate from
Korean universities or colleges to obtain an E-7 (Special Activity)

visa if they acquire a caregiver certificate and secure employment
at a care facility.

In July 2024, the Ministry of Justice added “caregiver” as a new
occupational category under the E-7 visa, allowing international
students to work in the elder care sector. The first visa under this
new category was issued in January 2025.

This system supports international students in settling in Korea
and securing stable employment in the field of elderly care. It
is expected to contribute positively not only to addressing the
shortage of care workers caused by Korea’s transition into a
super-aged society but also to promoting social integration.

2 International Students Are Now Eligible to Work as
Caregivers!

What Does a Caregiver Do?

Caregivers assist with physical activities and daily living, including
meals, bathing, walking, and basic rehabilitation exercises such as
mobility training. They also provide emotional support by offering
companionship and engaging in conversation.

How Can You Become a Caregiver?

* International students who are currently enrolled in, or have
graduated from, a university or college in Korea are eligible to obtain
a caregiver certificate.

- A total of 320 hours of training must be completed, including 240
hours of theoretical and practical instruction at a certified caregiver
training institution, and 80 hours of on-site training at a long-term
care facility.

- Pass the Care Worker Qualification Exam, administered by the Korea
Health Personnel Licensing Examination Institute (KHPLEI)

What Benefits Can You Expect After Becoming a Certified

Caregiver?

*Become eligible to obtain the E-7 visa status upon securing
employment at a senior care facility (nursing home) after acquiring
the caregiver certificate

* Become eligible for long-term stay
(Please note that extending the authorized stay requires continued
employment under a valid contract.)

3. What Are the Requirements for Obtaining the E-7 Visa Status?

Senior Care Facilities

International Students
Korean language proficiency Educational
(any one of the following) Requirement

Wage Requirement Employment Ratio

- Completion of Level 3 or higher in the Social
Integration Program (KIIP)

- Score of 61 or higher on the KIIP placement test

- Level 3 or higher on the Test of Proficiency in
Korean (TOPIK)

Associate degree or higher
from a Korean university or
college

Employment of foreign workers is
permitted up to 20% of the total
number of Korean employees.

Must offer at least the legal minimum
wage

25
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