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Dear readers,

It is now April, when spring is in full swing — a season that
resumes her loveliness with fresh blossoms and greeneries.
Although your life can be routine and tiresome at some point, do
take this time of the year as a wonderful opportunity to refresh
yourself and feel and enjoy the lovely sunny season.

We also have some exciting news to share with you that are
geared towards improving our policies. We are now implementing
a variety of policies aimed at attracting talented foreign nationals
and addressing issues experienced by our industries. On the
second day of this year, we have fully implemented a fast—track
programme for talented foreign nationals to encourage them to
be permanent residents and naturalise to Korea. Additionally, we
have improved the Overall Assistance for Start—up Immigration
System (OASIS) to encourage foreign entrepreneurs to come to
Korea and set up new businesses. On 6 January, governmental
level initiatives were announced to bring in foreign labourers

to work in the shipbuilding sector and we are concentrating

our capabilities to proactively respond to labour shortages by
drastically cutting down on visa processing time.

Marking its 15th anniversary, the Immigration Contact Centre, is
expanding the type of services it offers to more than 2.3 million
foreign residents — ranging from consultations on visa issues

to providing general information on everyday lives. We are also
investing efforts to ensure foreign nationals’ life here in Korea

to be more convenient. One example is the introduction of a
newly designed residence card on 1 April. The new card has
incorporated better security features and user—friendly elements to
make the card a practical everyday tool for greater convenience.
Meanwhile, we are also preparing to establish a dedicated new
organisation solely in charge of immigration affairs and policies
in an effort to deal with imminent challenges, including a rapid
demographic shift in the country.

The Korea Immigration Service remains committed than ever

to implementing efficient and well-functioning immigration
policies aimed at addressing the risks associated with a declining
population. We are also not sparing efforts to proactively
implement immigration policies contributing to national
economic growth as well as creating an environment, where the
value of respect and co—existence between Koreans and non—
nationals is upheld.

In this beautiful new season, I wish all of you great happiness and
look forward to meeting you again in the next issue with more
great news. Thank you.

Commissioner aevoo
Korea Immigration Service ] Y

Ministry of Justice Lee
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A Fast Track Program for Global Talents in Science
and Technology

The new program aims to discover outstanding talents in the fields of
science and technology and provide them with expedited procedures
for permanent residency and naturalization. It will reduce the necessary

X

Attracting foreign talents

X

to boost national competitiveness

designed for graduates who have obtained a Master's degree or a
Doctoral degree from one of the five Korean educational institutions

specializing in science or engineering. Successful applicants for the

procedures from six years to three years. The fast track program is

program can benefit from expedited procedures to obtain permanent
residency or Korean nationality, which can help them settle in Korea
and make it their home.

Details of fast track permanent residency and naturalization program

@ Eligibility © procedure Ity
Graduates of KAIST/DGIST/
GIST/UNIST or UST with

either a Master’s degree Y Residency
oraDoctoral degree can Master's&PhD Postdoc (F-2)
benefit from the program.

Residency Residency [l \ET =1}

(F-2) -zation

(F2)
Reserch development » » P Excellent research capability

% Once graduates reach Stage 2 and obtain a F-2 status to reside in Korea and they have an impressive research record, they can apply for special naturalization right away.

Through this type of naturalization, they can keep their original nationality and have dual nationality, but only if they promise not to use their rights associated with their
original nationality while they're in Korea.

New changes with the introduction of the fast track program

Before

After

Total number
of steps

4~5 steps
Acquisition of either a Master’s or a Doctoral degree from an educational
institution specializing in science or engineering - Employmentasa
professional - Obtaining aresidential status - Obtaining permanent
residence status - Regular naturalization

3steps
Acquisition of eithera Masters ora
Doctoral degree from one of the five educational institutions specializing
in science orengineering - Obtaining a residential status - Obtaining
permanent residency or applying for special naturalization

Requirement
for obtaining
residency
(F-2-79)

» Employmentas a professional for at least three years
*Residency in Korea while maintaining employment
3% At least six years is needed to satisfy these requirements

Aright to reside in Korea is granted immediately upon acquiring his/her
academicdegree
Arecommendation from the president of the university or a proof of
employmentare not required
3% Approximately three years is required to obtain this status.

Requirement for
obtaining
permanent
residency
(F-5-16S)

*Residency in Korea for at least three years
» Ability to demonstrate salary level, which exceeds at least twice the
national GNI

*Residency in Korea for at least three years
+Acquisition of a passing mark under the points-based system
% Extra points will be granted for applicants who are able to demonstrate a)
residency outside Seoul and its vicinity and b) participation in volunteer work
will allow for extra points.

Naturalization

Regular naturalization (This type of naturalization requires the applicant to
nullify his/her original nationality)

3% Requirements for regular naturalization: a) At least five years of
maintaining permanent residency, b) adult, ) basic knowledge asa
Korean, d) basic requirements of decency and e) ability to demonstrate
means to maintain life in Korea

Special naturalization for outstanding talent (This type of naturalization
allows retainment of his/her original nationality)
% Individuals with the capability to demonstrate outstanding track record
in research may opt to be reviewed by the Nationality Review Committee
toseek special naturalization

13
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A Residence Card adopting new design and
features is now issued to make expats' life easier

01 Why did the Ministry

of Justice decide to
adopt new designs?

What new features have been added?

As of April 1, long-term foreign nationals
in Korea will receive a newly designed
Residence Card, a Permanent Resident
Card, or an Overseas Korean Resident
Card depending on their status.

Due to negative feedback received
regarding the former design, which had
been in use since May 2011, the Ministry
of Justice has decided to adopt new
designs. The printed photo in the former
design was in black and white and
considered too small, making it difficult
to identify the cardholder.

In contrast, ID cards issued to Korean
nationals have a much larger photograph
printed on them to clearly identify the
cardholder. The Ministry of Justice has
decided to design a new residence card
for foreign nationals in Korea, taking into
account the need forimprovement. This
improved design will help make their
everyday lives much easier.

Larger photograph easier for

personal identification

- Full-color photograph of the
cardholder, which will be 35%
larger than the photo printed
on older cards

Type of printed information
now in sync with information
on Korean ID cards
- Removal of the gender
section, which was previously
arequired piece of
information on older cards
% Gender can now be indirectly
identified through the seventh

digit of the cardholder's 13-digit
registration number. Specifically, a
5 or 7 indicates male, while a 6 or
8indicates female.

-The photo will be repositioned
from the left side to the right
side.

Additional features for more

convenience

-The redesigned card includes
a QR code that enables a
machine to read its
information.

Your older card remains valid until you apply for a replacement card due to loss and change of visa status. If you
simply prefer the new designs and choose to have your current card replaced with the newly designed one, your
existing card must be returned and a fee of 30,000 Korean won will be charged for card replacement.
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