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Editor’s Letter

Dear readers,

As with any other year, spring has finally come. The breeze that
touches our cheeks have the warmth we haven't felt in months,
and flowers are in full bloom. Even when our daily routines
may feel rather repetitive, the turning of the seasons, and most
notably spring coming after winter, offers hope for a new start.
We, at Korea Immigration Service, Ministry of Justice, are also

greeting this change of season with some good news.

This year marks the 10th anniversary of conferring nationality
for special contributors. This year, three unsung heroes, who
did not spare passion and love with the commitment to help the
most socially vulnerable, have been granted Korean nationality
on 24 February, and we expressed our gratitude for their noble
work and wished the best of luck as they embark on a new

journey as Koreans.

Meanwhile, the Ansan Branch Office under the Incheon
Immigration Office was elevated as a new immigration office
as of 21 March. This now allows foreign nationals living in
the vicinity to have greater accessibility to a wider range of

comprehensive and prompt immigration services.

While the pandemic continues to be an obstacle for foreign
labourers in entering and leaving the country, we have
introduced new measures to encourage more foreign nationals
to take advantage of the seasonal work programme to support
communities that rely on agriculture and fisheries, as spring

season means the start of a busy season for these communities.

KIS also celebrated some important events in April. We re—
deployed a surveillance submarine operated by the Ministry of
Justice in four decades from 1 April. This is a move to ensure
watertight border management at our ports. We also have
been working on a pilot programme to launch a new type of
detention centre that ensures greater freedom and human rights
of detained foreign nationals and this new facility was officially

opened on 18 April.

Wie remain committed to ensuring that foreign nationals living in
Korea are well adjusted to life in Korea to create a society where
everyone can co—exist in harmony. And on that note, I'd like to

wish our readers a spring season full of hope, as well.

Commissioner ]aeyoo

Korea Immigration Service
Ministry of Justice Lee
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The Seasonal Worker Programme(SWP) for
Foreign Nationals in Korea

This programme offers opportunities for foreign nationals in Korea to be employed in the agriculture/
fisheries sectors. Those interested are encouraged to take advantage of this programme.

| Eligibility |\

» Foreign nationals registered in Korea on an accompanied person visa (F-3)

» Foreign nationals registered in Korea on a visa for visits and cohabitation (F-1)

» Foreign nationals in Korea on a short-term (C-3) visa, which is issued after their voluntary departure from Korea.

» Foreign nationals who registered in Korea on a visa for employment (H-2) but later pledged not to take on any
employment.

» International students registered in Korea on a student visa (D-2) or a language training visa (D-4)
(3% Employment only permitted during vacations or public holidays during semester)

» Foreign nationals registered in Korea on a Korean arts and culture visa (D-1) or Job-Seekers’ visa (D-10)

» Nationals of Afghanistan or Myanmar who obtained a G-1 visa in line with a measure to allow stay due to “exceptional

circumstances”
» Foreign nationals registered in Korea who are given an extension or a grace period for departure due to limited
departure opportunities by Covid pandemic

A flow chart of procedures

Applicant @ Place an enquiry at your local city hall (si-cheong) or county office (gun-cheong).

@ A decision on your eligibility is made. Please contact your local immigration office if
City hall / this information cannot be obtained.

County office ® Signing an employment contract between you and your employer engaged in the
agriculture / fisheries sector will be facilitated.

Employer O The employers signs a standard labour contract.

® Employers are encouraged to subscribe to industrial accident compensation insurance.

O Employers are instructed to earn permission of employment from his/her local
immigration office.

City hall / County
office & the applicant

@ A decision is made on a) allocating/changing the status of applicant's existing visa and
b) permitting activities other than those initially allowed.

O The final decision (permission or rejection) is made and is informed to relevant local
authority.

© The employer will be allocated with a seasonal worker.

City hall /
County office

@ You are permitted to engage in seasonal work activity.

Applicant * A certificate proving your seasonal work activity will be issued by the local city

hall/county office.
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Five years since the policies have been
put in place to verify taxes in arrears

A total of $55.8 billion won in taxes in arrears have been collected

? ?

? ?

19

| |
(Accomplishment>

The Korean Ministry of Justice
in collaboration with tax
authorities, implemented
as of May, 2017 a system
of verifying that there are
no taxes in arrears owed
by the individual before granting
him/her an extension of their visa. This
has allowed the authorities to collect
accumulative 355.8 billion won in
taxes in arrears as of end of 2021.

" ighiights

The Ministry of Justice receives data on
taxes in arrears from the National Tax Service,
Ministry of Interior, Korea Customs Service
and the Ministry of Welfare (National
Health Service) to verify that there are
no taxes in arrears when reviewing
applications for an extension
to visas. This is aimed at
encouraging the payment
of taxes in arrears.

* If payment of taxes is late on up to 3 occasions, the visa is extended for only a short period of up to 6 months,
If payment of taxes is not made on 4 or more occasions, extension of the visa is not granted in principle.

? 7

( Flowchart for verification of taxes in arrears )

Legal aliens in Korea of age 19 or
older who are registered as foreign
nationals or reported his/her place of
residence with Korean authorities

Normal Extension of Stay L

Limited Extension of Stay
(6month extension up to 3 times /
Extension NOT granted from the
4th occasion onwards)

Data on foreign resident

registration

(domestic residence report)

Payment of taxes
in arrears

Non-payment of taxes

in arrears

s
Amount of taxes owed by
the foreign national and the

number for electronic payment

During the review for an extension of
the visq, verification is done on whether
there are any unpaid taxes in arrears, If
there are, information is provided to the
applicant on how to make the payment.
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