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Editor’s Letter

Dear
readers,

Itis July and summer is right around the corner -

an exciting season of good vibes, warm sunshine
and delightful trips to golden beaches. Although it is
indisputably a magical season, | wish your well-being
and not be burned out by summer heat.

During the first half of this year, we have celebrated
an important milestone. This year marks the 10th
anniversary of introducing “Special Naturalisation
Scheme for Talented Individuals” and we have seen
the 200th new Korean who proudly became a citizen
of this country under this scheme and start a new
life in this country.

We also commemorated annual “Together Day”

- a day designated by law to raise awareness of

the importance of respecting other cultures and
customs brought here by non-nationals - and

an official commemorative ceremony gave us an
opportunity to recall the significance of this value.
Our efforts will continue throughout the remaining
half of the year to create a society, where both
Korean nationals and non-nationals coexist by
ensuring their voice of are heard.

Thank you for your interest in this issue of our Gong-

zone magazine and | wish you all the best.

Commissioner of Korea Immigration Service,
Ministry of Justice

Lee, Jae-yoo
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Immigration Policy at a Glance

Children born in Korea to illegal
migrant parents to be offered a status
for conditional stay

The Ministry of Justice has decided to open a way to offer a status of stay to foreign children
born to illegal migrants, who continuously lived in Korea for 15+ years since their birth in
Korea. Those eligible should be currently receiving public education or have completed high
school and the conditional status will be offered after reviewing their school attendance
record and etc.

This decision was made as the Ministry considers these children hold a linguistic and cultural
identity almost equivalent to that of Korean nationals and returning to their parents’ country

is practically impossible in various aspects. This new scheme will be implemented on a
temporary basis from 19 April 2021 to 28 February 2025.

Children who have completed elementary school
by 28 February 2021 meeting all of the following
three requirements at the time of application of
this temporary scheme.

Who are eligible?

@ Must be bornin Korea

@ 15+years of continuous stay in Korea

© Should be attending middle/high school or have com-
pleted high school as of the date of application.

What will happen to these
children?

o¥eo,

High school students as of the date of application will
be offered D-4 visa until they complete high school.

High school graduates as of the date of application
will either be eligible to change their resident permit to a) a
permit for higher education or employment provided that
they meet requirements or will be offered b) an one-year

temporary stay permit (G-1) if they fail to meet require-
ments for higher education oremployment.
Those who fail to meet requirement for this tempo-
rary scheme, such as carrying a history of being expelled
from school, will face their resident permit being revoked
orrefusal of their resident permit extension.

What will happen to parents
of these children?

&

-Although they are subject to deportation, they will be
temporarily allowed to stay in Korea until their child(ren)
enters the age of majority or completes high school, who

requires support from theirillegal migrant parents.

-Should illegal migrants wish to apply for this temporary
scheme, they should pay penalty first and they will be
offered a temporary stay resident permit (G-1), which
will allow them to stay in Korea until their child(ren)
complete(s) high school and will also be exceptionally
allowed to engage in activities to support their child(ren).

-Once their child(ren) completes high school or enters
the age of majority, they should voluntarily leave Korea.
They will be deported and blacklisted if they fall into an
illegal status once again.

How can | apply and
where should I contact for
questions?

=

VisitKorea Immigration Service website at www.immigration.
go.kror HiKorea website at www.hikorea.go.kr to download
forms and check required documents.

Ifyou have questions, please visit the immigration office in
your jurisdiction.

J
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Declaration obligations
required to foreign workers

If you are a foreign worker in Korea, there are some
critically important matters you must declare on
time. Among many, fulfilling your duty to declare the
following three matters will ensure a hassle-free and
happy life in Korea.
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1. Obtaining authorization to change your workplace
In principle, non-professional workers and marine crew
members are required to maintain employment with his/her
workplace, which sponsored his/her employment permit.
However, exceptions can be offered to those who are
practically forced to quit work arising from a temporary or
permanent closure of his/her workplace. In this case, they
can apply to change his/her employer or workplace. Bear in
mind that doing so requires a visit to the immigration office
in his/her jurisdiction and obtain authorization to change
employer or workplace prior to his/her initial day of new

employment.

2. Report change of your registered matters

If any of your registered information described in Article
35 of the Immigration Act (name, gender, date of birth,
nationality, passport number/expiry date/issue date) has
been changed, such change must be reported to the
immigration office in his/her jurisdiction within 15 days of
change.

3. Report change of your place of stay

If you changed your place of stay in accordance with Article
36 of the Immigration Act, you must report any change to
the Si/Gun/Gu or Eup/Myeon/Dong office or the immigration
office in your jurisdiction within 15 days of such change.
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The period of stay for foreigners will be granted only within the validity of the passport.

Oll2| HISXH | HFEXFA(F-5)

Exceptions Permanent Resident (F-5)
LHRIQISRK(F-2-4)
Recognized Refugee (F-2-4)
QIEHMKFSI7IXHG-1-6)

Humanitarian Status (G-1-6)
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In case of passport renewal, you are required to report to the immigration office of
jurisdiction within 15 days, in accordance with the Immigration Act.
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