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Abstract: Known for being one of the most tolerant countries towards sexual and gender minorities in French-
speaking Africa, the country is currently considered a "refuge country” for persecuted LGBTIQ+ people in the
sub-region.

However, while consensual sexual relations between adults of the same sex are not penalized, there are no
laws explicitly protecting LGBTIQ+ people against the discrimination they face in a number of areas. LGBTIQ+
people continue to be negatively perceived and stigmatized by society, due to the weight of traditions and
Christian and Muslim religions, which condemn homosexuality as a sin.

The fear of having foreign cultural norms imposed on them, contrary to the country’'s own cultural values, feeds
a strong anti-colonial sentiment that is at the root of sporadic waves of homophobic violence, as was the case
in 2013-2014. A decade later, in the summer of 2024, influencers and public figures orchestrated a widespread
homophobic campaign on social networks that gave rise to a series of acts of violence against the LGBTIQ+
community. Despite some fears for their safety, activists continue to steadfastly but discreetly promote the
rights of LGBTIQ+ people.
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