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As We Welcome Autumn, a Season to
Reflect on Our Roots

Autumn is the season that reminds each of us of our hometowns
and roots.

In this fall issue, we feature the stories of those who have forged
deep ties with Korea and built their lives here, as well as the spirit
of “Gongzone” that our society is building together.

As we mark the 81st anniversary of National Liberation Day and
honor the noble sacrifices of our forebears, the stories of the
descendants of independence activists who have been granted
Korean nationality, and of Homer Hulbert—the “Korean with blue
eyes” who risked his life to defend Korea’s sovereignty during
the late Joseon and Korean Empire periods—invite us to revisit
our roots. We also showcase the beautiful scenery of Namhae
German Village, where Korean miners and nurses who left for the
unfamiliar shores of Germany half a century ago returned home
and build new lives.

The Korea Immigration Service is also continuing to achieve
meaningful results, much like the bountiful harvest of autumn.
Marking the first anniversary of the “People’s Sovereignty
Government”, we announced achievements in immigration policy
innovation—such as attracting top global talent, supporting the
livelihoods of small business owners, revitalizing tourism, and
strengthening the protection of immigrants' rights—that deliver
tangible benefits to the public and local communities.

Furthermore, the Korea Immigration Service is laying a practical
foundation for the protection of foreign nationals’ human rights.
As part of these efforts, it has launched the “Investigation Team
for Migrant Human Rights Violations”—which incorporates
reporting, on-site investigations, and remedies into a single
system— and introduced a dedicated reporting channel at the
1345 Call Center that enables victims of human rights violations
to receive immediate assistance in 20 languages by calling 1345
and pressing 1.

The Korea Immigration Service will continue working toward

a society as bountiful as autumn, where our lives are enriched
through harmony with one another, and toward the Republic of
Korea where everyone, whatever their roots are, can take pride in
what they build together today. Thank you.

Yongho, Cha

Commissioner
Korea Immigration Service
Ministry of Justice
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KIS Zone Briefly KIS

13455211, 1H
Dial 1345, then press 1

2|=9l QI EloH

OIAI 01712 &I1T5HMIR

Human Rights Violations Against
Foreign Nationals
Report Them Here Now

£31 0I21 ES0IH 226
This service is especially helpful for:

TE5{7HM|(E-9), ARZZRHE-8), (=S H(E-6),
Q=IMRI(E-10), Z20[2IXt S
MMURFHIS 23

Employment Permit System (E-9) holders, seasonal workers (E-
8), Arts&Entertainment (E-6), foreign seafarers (E-10), marriage
immigrants, etc.

¥ Confidentiality guaranteed for reporters

13051 OIZ2AH| =RI=EILICt

Here's how we support you after filing a report

@ 4 A1t ARl o
@ R Fe 7|z o
(OIRIR} Ho|Ei B2 HIABSRMUE| DSHEA K= SH-

HoES7|Eh

@ Guaranteed anonymity - Assignment of a dedicated counselor

@ Referral to appropriate specialized organizations based on the
type of issues
(Migrant Rights Protection Officers - One-Stop Solution Center -
Village Lawyers for Foreigners Program - district employment and
labor offices - other rights protection organizations)

Korea Immigration Service Magazine
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2ASHIE, =, 02 &2, ZHILS -
OiCI0f 21306HOF X S=CHM?
Unpaid wages, physical abuse, passport

confiscation, forced labor--
Not sure where to report these issues?

1345 9| ZQIZBIOHHMIE] M5} 5 1 =204 HEHC}20|
AEAIRLFA

After calling the 1345 Immigration Contact Center for
Foreign nationals, press 1 to be immediately connected to a
dedicated multilingual counselor

207K 2101Z && JISEILICE

Counseling is available in 20 languages

£1=0{-H0{- 501 H|E HO{-Ei=0{-SS01- ZZA0{- AH|2104-
QIEL|A[0}0-21A|0}0f- F0{- {0 S

Korean, English, Chinese, Vietnamese, Thai, Mongolian, French,
Spanish, Indonesian, Russian, German, Nepali, etc.

XM= 8101 1345

Dial 1345 (no area code required)

72 09:00~22:00 2Y
(18A| O|%0]|= $+=20{-H0{- 52012t 7t5)

Operating hours: Weekdays 9:00 AM-10:00 PM
(After 6:00 PM, only Korean, English, and Chinese are available)

0 ZSI7t OIRICHE?
Having trouble making a call?

- H|O|AE ‘Migrant Rights Z4AH
- QRIE AV HAIX| ME

- Search for “Migrant Rights” on Facebook

- Scan the QR code and send a message

=s-HE=S S
6JH= EHMIHIXL
=2 BMHl 20264 2NEAI
o1zt

Group Tourist Visa for

6 Countries, Including
China and Vietnam

Fee Waiver Extended

“Through the End of @
a—
—

2026"

0= L2t sHESILIR?

Which countries are eligible?

St EE-Z2 [Tl HIAOK3Q! O&h 2t Thrztaf

QI ZIHC|OK5! Ot 71 QIMIE| = 2h2t2H, CiSt 0
+slofseh

China, Vietnam, the Philippines, and Indonesia (general group
tourists of 3 or more people)

India and Cambodia (corporate incentive tourists of 5 or more
people, and school trip groups at the University level or below)

o J2
=

t

2025 EHI2EE JFE B0l 2 Ligk=?
Which country sent the group tourists in 2025?

@ ==
o HIEL Vietnam . 74,3333

’ ZP|M Philippines . 53,580

a OIZLj|AI0t Indonesia l 40,062%

@ z=coicambodia | 7,3702

$ 2=india \ 1,120%
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$15 HIXl £42, A2IX| 2=
$15 Visa Fee Waived Through the End
of the Year

671= THA 2L BRI =47 TH7L 2ol 27| 2EFI0R.
Telg} 155iBie] HIXIUE 4428 0F2 4 2loj2
The waiver of visa issuance fees for group tourists from six countries

has been extended through the end of this year. This allows travelers
to save the $15 visa issuance fee per person.

HIXIE S 42 W 9F S1H=?
What are the effects of extending the
visa fee waiver?

2025\ CHY|H[XLR 798t HO| $t=g B, MA(578¢ E) o] oF
39% &7t
In 2025, 790,000 people visited South Korea on group tourist visas,
an increase of approximately 39% compared to the previous year
(570,000)

790,000

» l

2022 2023 2024 2025

2ot RE2 W X9ZENHE &2l
Reducing the Burden of Visiting Korea While
Revitalizing Local Economies

2] ghstot X|of BIMAN| 3|=01| 7|08 A= T|CHEHL|CE
This is expected to contribute to the revitalization of the tourism
industry and the recovery of local economies.
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C n
Should | Apply?

Piloted since January 2024, the Digital
Nomad(Workation) Visa was formally
incorporated into Korea’s visa system on June
30, 2026. During the 2 years and 6 months of
the pilot program, 768 people were granted
this visa, and as of August 2026, 442 people are
currently staying in Korea on this visa. Let’s
take a look at what has changed this year in the
Q&A below.

ﬂ A “digital nomad” is someone who works from anywhere with just a laptop, and
“workation” refers to a work style that combines work and vacation. The Digital
Nomad Visa (F-1-D) allows foreign nationals who own an overseas business or are
employed by an overseas company to stay in Korea and work remotely.

Income
Requirements by
Region and Age

I} Foreign nationals who own a business outside Korea or are employed by a foreign
company, are capable of working remotely, and are at least 18 years old with at least
one year of work experience in the same industry are eligible. Spouses and minor
children may also accompany them as family members.

Y The income requirement has been eased. Previously, the income requirement was set

- Ages 18-34: GNIx1.5 at twice Korea’s per capita gross national income (GNI, as of 2025, KRW 52,410,000),
(approximately 78.62 regardless of age or place of residence. Now, the requirement has been lowered to a
million won)

range of one to two times per capita GNI for younger applicants or those residing in

- Ages 35 and older: GNIx2 . . . .
non-capital areas or in the Population Decline Areas.

(approximately 104.83
million won)

Y Previously, visa holders could extend their stay in one-year increments for up to two
years, but the maximum period of stay has now been increased to three years.

- Ages 18-34: GNIx1

(approximately 52.41 Y You can apply for the visa at a Korean embassy or consulate abroad. You'll need
million won) to submit a completed visa application form, your passport, and a photo, along
- Ages 35 and older:

with proof of income, a Criminal Records Certificate, and proof of personal health
insurance coverage of at least KRW 100 million. If you plan to stay in non-capital
areas or Population Decline Areas, you'll also need to submit a lease agreement or an

% When accompanied by accommodation booking confirmation for the Workation.
family: GNIx2 applies in

GNIx1.5 (approximately
78.62 million won)

the Seoul Metropolitan
Area; GNIx1.5 applies in Y Ves, you can. If you hold a short-term tourist visa (B-1, B-2, C-3) and meet the

Non-Capital Areas and requirements, you can change your visa to a Digital Nomad visa.
Population-Declining

Areas(Areas of Concern)

2026 AUTUMN vol.77 37
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